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Gretchen H. Poston: A Guide to Her Papers at the Jimmy Carter Library  
 

Collection Summary 

  

Creator: Gretchen H. Poston, 1932-1992 

 

Title: Gretchen Poston’s Papers 

 

Dates: 1976-1980 

 

Quantity: 8 linear feet, 4 linear inches; 19 Containers 

 

Identification: 

Accession Number: 18.03a 

National Archives Identifier: 102075751 

  

Scope and Content: 

This collection consists of correspondence, memorandums, speeches, resumes, 

newspaper clippings, press releases, invitations, and schedules. Also included are 

publications, photographs of events, guest lists, memorabilia, and scenarios for events. 

The material in this collection relates to Gretchen Poston role as Social Secretary to the 

First Lady Rosalynn Carter from 1977-1981. Gretchen Poston was responsible for the 

planning and logistics of many social events held at the White House, in addition to 

creating Mrs. Carter’s daily schedules and some other responsibilities. Following an 

event Mrs. Poston coordinated letters of thanks to those involved.   

 

Creator Information: Gretchen H. Poston 

Gretchen Poston was born on February 14, 1932 in Danville, Virginia and grew up in 

Kansas City, Missouri.  She was a graduate of St. Mary’s College in Leavenworth, 

Kansas. She received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Education in 1952. She attended 

graduate school at the University of Colorado, the University of Kansas, the University of 

London and Catholic University. Her teaching experience includes the school systems in 

Kansas City, Missouri, and Arlington, Virginia. She also taught in Orleans, France, and 

Ulm, Germany, as a civilian with the Department of the Army. 

 

Mrs. Poston was a co-founder of Wonderful Weddings, Inc. and the co-author of “The 

Wonderful Wedding Workbook,” and subsequently Washington Whirl-Around, Inc., a 

convention and conference planning business. She was a board member of the Women’s 

National Democratic Committee and Advisor to the Chairman of the DNC. She                          

was active in charitable and political fundraising in Washington, DC and was involved in 
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the national campaigns of Johnson, Humphry, Muskie and Carter. Gretchen served as 

Social Secretary to the First Lady from 1977-1981. 

 

Restrictions: 

Restrictions on Access: These papers contain documents restricted in accordance with 

applicable executive order(s), which governs National Security policies, applicable 

statutes/agency restrictions, and material which has been closed in accordance with the 

donor’s deed of gift. 

 

Terms Governing Use and Reproduction: Copyright interest in these papers has been 

donated to the United States Government. Some of the records may be subject to 

copyright restrictions (i.e. newspapers, publications, etc.). Researchers should contact the 

publisher for further information. 

 

Related Material: 

Related materials in this repository: First Lady’s Social Office Files 

 

Index Terms: 

Limited to major topics under each category 

Persons: Gretchen Poston 

 

Subjects: state dinners 

 

Places: White House 

 

Types of Material: correspondence, invitations, newspaper clippings, press releases 

 

Administrative Information: 

Preferred citation: [Type of Document], [Names of Sender and Recipient or Title of 

Document], [Date], [Collection Title], [Series Title], [Folder Title], [Box Number], 

Jimmy Carter Presidential Library. 

 

Acquisition information: These donated historical materials were received under 

provisions of the instrument of gift that Gretchen Poston’s son, Jeffrey Poston signed on 

March 13, 2018. 

 

Processing information: The series was opened in February 2020.  

 

System of Arrangement: 

 

The records of the Gretchen H. Poston are divided into one series:  

 

Series Title National Archives Identifier 

Gretchen Poston’s Subject Files 102075752 
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Detailed Description of the Collection 

 

Gretchen Poston’s Subject Files 

Scope and Content: Containers 1-19. This series was opened in February, 2020. The series 

consists of correspondence, memorandums, speeches, newspaper clippings, press releases, 

resumes, invitations to receptions and dinners, and schedules. Also included are thank-you 

letters, photographs of events, publications, guest lists, memorabilia, acceptance and regret 

letters, and scenarios for events. The majority of the correspondence related to gifts that were 

received and given. The material in this collection relates to Gretchen Poston’s role as Social 

Secretary to the First Lady Rosalynn Carter from 1977-1981.  Arranged alphabetically by 

subject. 

 

Return to series list 
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Container List 

 

 

 Container 1 

Address to the Nation - President Carter, 7/30/79  

Administration Leader’s Luncheon, 1/5/81  

A Salute to Learning Program, 5/7/80  

American Newspaper Women's Club Reception, 9/12/78  

Annie  

Armenian-Americans Reception, 5/16/78  

Artists and Athletes - Credentials  

Artists and Athletes for Carter - Mondale [1]  

Artists and Athletes for Carter - Mondale [2]  

Artists and Athletes for Carter - Mondale [3] 

  

Container 2 

Artists and Athletes for Carter - Mondale [4]  

Artists and Athletes for Carter - Mondale [5]  

Artists and Athletes for Carter - Mondale [6]  

Berlin, Irving, 5/11/78 

Black Music Association Dinner, 6/7/79  

Board of the National Symphony Orchestra Reception, 9/25/79  

Broadway Revue for the Members of the 96 Congress, 9/23/79  

Calendar of Appointments, 1977-1980  

Calendar Update - Rosalynn Carter, 1979  

Campaign for Carter - Mondale, 1980  

Carter, Amy's Birthday Party, 10/19/77  

Carter - Kennedy Unity Dinner, 10/19/80 

  

Container 3  

Carter - Mondale Presidential Committee (CMPC) [1]  

Carter - Mondale Presidential Committee (CMPC) [2]  

Carter - Mondale Presidential Committee (CMPC) [3]  

Carter - Mondale Presidential Committee - Campaign Convention Schedule, 7/80-8/80  

Carter - Mondale Presidential Committee - Campaign Convention Scheduling System  

Carter - Mondale Presidential Committee - Campaign Reports on Policy Positions  

Cash, Johnny 

 

Container 4  

Celebration of Peace, 3/26/79  

Celebrities involved with the Carter Mondale Presidential Campaign  

Ceremony Dedicating the Dr. George Papanicolaou Commemorative Stamp, 5/18/78  

China Events with Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping, 1/29-31/79  

Christmas, 1978  

Christmas, 1979  

Christmas, 1980     
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Civics Seminar  

Committee for the Preservation of the White House, 10/20/78  

Concert in honor of Leontyne Price, 10/8/78  

Concert in honor of Mstislav Rostropovich, 10/17/78  

Convention Schedules for Artists 

  

Container 5  

Correspondence [1]  

Correspondence [2]  

Correspondence [3]  

Correspondence [4]  

 

Container 6  

Costa Rican Youth Symphony, 6/5/78  

Country Music Association Reception, 4/17/79  

Creation of Department of Education Celebration, 5/7/80  

Crinkley, Richard  

Cullpepper Cattle Company  

Democratic National Convention Calendar of Events, 8/10-14/80 [1]   

Democratic National Convention Calendar of Events, 8/10-14/80 [2]  

Denver Athletic Club, 10/16/80  

Directory of Celebrities  

Dove Award Program, 3/26/80  

Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty Dinner, 3/26/79  

Equal Right Amendment (ERA) Reception, 10/23/79  

Event Schedules  

Ford's Theatre 10th Anniversary Reception, 1/29/78  

 

Container 7  

Friends of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Social Change Reception, 10/3/78  

Georgia Barbeque, 9/25/78  

Georgia Barbeque, 8/7/80  

Girl Scout Event, 6/10/80  

Gospel Concert, 9/9/79  

Gospel Music Celebrities  

Governors Dinner, 2/27/79  

Guidance for White House Social Aides  

Halloween Party, 10/30/78  

Inner Cities  

International Horse Show, 10/20/78    

Invitations [1]  

Invitations [2]  

Invitations [3]  

 

Container 8  

Invitations [4]  
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Invitations [5]  

Invitations [6]  

 

Container 9  

Invitations [7]  

Invitations [8]  

Invitations [9]  

Invitations [10]  

Invoices  

Iowa Workers Meeting, 1/23/80  

Kennedy Center Honors, 12/2/79  

Krick, Irving  

Labor Day Picnic, 9/3/79  

Labor Day Picnic, 9/1/80  

Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts 

List - Names and addresses of Celebrities [1]      

  

Container 10 

List - Names and addresses of Celebrities [2]       

Luncheon - Belgium, 4/22/80  

Luncheon - Briefing, 7/30/79  

Mailing List - Various Events  

Major Accomplishments of the Carter Administration  

Medal of Freedom Ceremony, 6/9/80   

Medal of Honor Award Ceremony, 1/16/80  

Memoranda [1]  

 

Container 11 

Memoranda [2] 

Miscellaneous [1]  

Miscellaneous [2]  

Miscellaneous [3] 

 

Container 12 

Miscellaneous [4] 

Nash at Nine - A Wordsical  

National Association of Stock Car Auto Racing (NASCAR) Dinner, 9/13/78  

National Bible Week, 11/22/78      

National Council for the Arts  

National Wholesale Druggist Association, 10/29/80  

New Members of Congress Dinner, 12/6/78  

Newspaper Clippings [1]  

 

Container 13  

Newspaper Clippings [2] 

Newspaper Clippings [3]  
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Newspaper Clippings [4]  

North Atlantic Alliance Summit Luncheon, 5/30/78  

Peace Corps/ VISTA  

 

Container 14 

Photographs 

Placido Domingo  

Pope John Paul II Visit, 10/5-7/79  

Presentation of Portraits to Gerald and Betty Ford, 5/24/78  

Presentation of Special Congressional Gold Medal to Marian Anderson, 10/17/78  

Press Releases [1]  

Press Releases [2]  

Press Releases and Statements  

Procedures for the Disposition and Removal of Presidential Papers and Copies  

 

Container 15 

Reception in Honor of Archbishop Iakovos, 9/18/79 

Reception in Honor of International Women's Year, 3/22/78  

Research on Weddings  

Resumes  

Retiring Members of Congress Dinner, 2/22/78  

Royal Viking Cruise  

Salute to Congress Reception, 6/11/80   

Schedules - Jimmy Carter and Rosalynn Carter   

Senior Citizen's Day Activities, 5/13/80  

Set Momjiam  

Smithsonian Speech - Gretchen Poston  

Social Office - Update [1]  

Social Office - Update [2]  

 

Container 16 

Social Office - Update [3] 

Social Office - Update [4]  

Social Styles at the White House  

Society of American Florists  

Stamp for Special Olympics Reception, 7/10/79  

 

Container 17 

State Dinner - Prime Minister Andreotti of Italy, 7/26/77  

State Dinner - Marshal Josip Broz Tito, President of Yugoslavia, 3/7/78  

State Dinner - President of Romania, 4/12/78  

State Dinner - Prime Minister Takeo Fukuda of Japan Luncheon, 5/3/78  

State Dinner - President Kaunda of Zambia Working Dinner, 5/17/78  

State Dinner - Prime Minister Morarji Desai of India, 6/13/78  

State Dinner - His Majesty Hassan II, King of Morocco, 11/14/78 

State Dinner - Prime Minister of Japan Masayoshi Ohira, 5/2/79 
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State Dinner - President of Mexico, 9/28/79  

State Dinner - Prime Minister Jack Lynch of Ireland, 11/8/79  

State Dinner - Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, 12/17/79  

State Dinner - Prime Minister of Italy, 1/24/80   

State Dinner - The Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, 3/5/80  

State Dinner - President Sadat and Mrs. Sadat of Egypt, 4/8/80  

State Dinner - Prime Minister Begin of Israel, 4/15/80  

State Dinner - King and Queen of Jordan, 6/17/80       

State Dinner - Alhaji Shehu Shagari of Nigeria, 10/7/80  

 

Container 18 

Stella, Frank Cocktail Party, 8/10/80  

Summary of Activities for Rosalynn Carter 

Telephone Logs  

Tents for Events  

Thank You Letters, 1/81 [1]  

Thank You Letters, 1/81 [2]  

The Hunt Brunch at the Jefferson Hotel Honoring Carleton Varney, 2/1/81  

The Living White House   

The National Gallery of Art Reception for NATO Wives, 5/31/78  

The National Theatre of the Deaf  

The USS Leviathan Oriental Fox-Trot Orchestra  

Travel Authorization Forms  

Travel Expenses  

Trip - Gretchen Poston's to New York  

 

Container 19 

United Service Organization (USO) Reception - Salute to Bob Hope, 5/24/78 

United States Marine Band  

Veteran's Administration 50th Anniversary Reception, 7/19/80  

Vladimir Horowitz 50th Anniversary Concert, 2/26/78  

White House Congressional Promenade, 5/20/78  

White House Staff Picnic, 6/8/78  

Who's Who in America  

Winkler, Henry   

World Service Council  

Youth Conservation Party, 10/1/80  

  

Return to series list 

 

Return to collection summary 

 

Last modified: February 20, 2020 

 

 


